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21. There are no facts to support the allegation that I may have had a conflict of interest.  There is 

not even an explanation of what personal interest I could possibly have in the preparation or 

outcome of the EIA report, or of why it might cause me to prepare a report that is biased or 

lacking in objectivity. 

22. The Appellant does not identify anything in the reports that I prepared that could possibly be 

construed as favouring Martin & East and indeed it is very difficult to imagine how this could 

happen. As an EAP I was not involved in, nor could I influence the decision-making process in 

relation to the granting of an environmental authorisation.   

23. At present, Martin & East has no involvement in the Houmoed Avenue Extension: Phase 2 

project.  The construction of this road extension has not even been put out to tender. 

24. I am not  a shareholder in Martin & East,  I am not remunerated on the basis of the projects that 

Martin & East win and my remuneration would not be affected by whether or not Martin & East 

win any tender for a project. 

25. I have no capacity to influence the awarding of tenders by the City. 

26. DEA&DP investigated the allegations that I was not independent and had a conflict of interest 

and must have been satisfied that they were not valid because it granted the environmental 

authorisation. 

Conclusions 

27. In my view the allegations of conflict of interest, lack of independence and bias made against 

me are no more than an ad hominem attack made by an Appellant in attempt to bolster its 

appeal.  They are based on an incorrect understanding of the law and speculation that verges 

on the paranoid and are without merit. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

SADIA CHAND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

ANNEXURE A 

Responding statement from Martin & East attorneys 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Deputy Director 
Environmental and Planning Appeals Co-Ordinator 
Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 
Western Cape Government 
 
 
By Email  : marius.venter@westerncape.gov.za  
 
 
Attention : Mr Marius Venter 
 
 
Our Ref.  MLW/SP/M.155 
Your Ref.                                                                                                3 August 2020 

 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
HOUMOED PHASE 2 EXTENSION : NEAG APPEAL 
RESPONSE PREPARED ON BEHALF OF MARTIN & EAST (PTY) LIMITED 
 
1. I act for Martin & East (Pty) Limited. 

 
2. I refer to the appeal lodged in the name of the Noordhoek Environmental 

Action Group, in which it is sought to set aside the Environmental 
Authorisation issued in relation to that second phase. 

 
3. The appeal filed by the Noordhoek Environmental Action Group in relation to 

Phase 2 contains allegations and submissions which falsely imply or allege 
that Martin & East (Pty) Limited is a party to corruption, bias and conflicts of 
interest. 

 
4. Martin & East (Pty) Limited has instructed me to prepare a document which 

demonstrates the falsity of those submissions and allegations. 
 

5. That document is attached, for your consideration. 
 

6. Please let me know if you require anything further to assist you in your 
deliberations. 
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Yours faithfully 

 
MATTHEW WALTON 
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16. The NEAG Appeal in relation to Phase 2 of the extension is similar in many respects 

to the appeal filed by the same organisation in relation to Phase 1. 

 

17. The purpose of this document is to demonstrate that the NEAG Appeal is 

fundamentally flawed, and should be dismissed. 

 

18. In order to do so, further background facts are necessary. 

 

19. We have already pointed out that it was the obligation of the City, in order to comply 

with the prescribed requirements in relation to its application for Environmental 

Authorisation for both phases, to appoint an EAP to manage the environmental 

assessment process. 

 

20. The City, via HHO Consulting Engineers, appointed Sadia Chand, the sole director 

of Chand Environmental Consultants, as the EAP responsible for managing the 

assessment process for both phases of the extension. 

 

21. Chand is also on the board of directors of Martin & East, a civil engineering 

construction company. 

 

22. Chand serves a strategic role on the board of directors of Martin & East, providing 

advice in matters relating to environmental and social responsibility and governance. 

THE BASIS OF THE NEAG APPEAL 

23. The NEAG Appeal is based entirely on only two (2) facts : 

 

23.1. Chand is both the EAP and a director of Martin & East. 

 

23.2. Martin & East was awarded the tender for the Kommetjie Road extension. 

 





















 

 

 

 

ANNEXURE B 

DEA&DP query on allegation of bias 













 

 

 

 

ANNEXURE D 

Legal opinion from Cullinan & Associates  








